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BHUTAN (DRUKYUL, ’BRUG-YUL) 

The kingdom of Bhutan is located between India and Tibet. In 1616 the Tibetan lama of the Drukpa (’Brug- 
pa) sect, Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal (Zabs-druh nag-dban mam-rgyal), established himself in Bhutan, 
gradually unifying the country under his control by 1634. The theocratic ruler called dharmaraja or gyaltsap or 
chosgyal (rgyal-ts'ab or c'os-rgyal) was assisted by an administrator called debraja or desi (sde-srid). It was usually 
the latter that governed, especially during the long hiatus before the identification of Ngawang Namgyal’s 
incarnation, and during the long minorities of each successive incarnation after that. The same circumstances led 
to a renewed fragmentation of the country, and at least two originally rival lines of incarnations maintaining 
themselves within it. Most local authority remained vested in the hands of the regional governors carrying the 
title penlop (dpon-slobs). A first British invasion occurred in 1771 and after repeated friction Bhutan became a 
partial dependency of British India. Starting in the 1880s, th t penlop of Tongsa (Krong-sa), Ugyen Wangchuk, 
defeated his rivals, negotiated with the British, and established his rule over the country. In 1907 he deposed the 
last desi, marginalized the Shabdrung gyaltsap, and was elected king of Bhutan with the title of druk gyalp0 (’brug 
rgyal-po). The country’s independence was recognized by India in 1949, and Bhutan embarked upon gradual 
modernization starting in the 1950s, and increasing democratization in the 2000s. 

In the list below the royal names are given in phonetic transcription followed by the scientific orthographic 
transliteration in parentheses and italics. 


1634—1651 

1651—1680 
1680—1712 
1712—1736 
1737-1746 
1746—1761 
1762—1788 
1791—1830 
1831—1861 
1862—1904 
1905-1907 


1907—1926 

1926—1952 

1952-1972 

1972—2006 

2006- 


Religious kings (gyaltsap) of Bhutan 

Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal (Zabs-druh nag-dban mam-rgyal) ... son ofMipham Tenpai 
Nyima (Mi-p'am bstan-pa’i hi-ma) 

Jampal Dorje (’Jam-dpal rdo-rje) ... son of Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal; defacto ruler 
(interregnum 1 ) 

Chogley Namgyal (P'yogs-las mam-rgyal) ... incarnation of Ngawang Namgyal 

Shacha Tenzin (Skakya bsTan-’dzin) ... incarnation of Phyogla Namgyal; deposed, 2 died 1780 

Jigmey Drakpa I (’Jigs-medgrags-pa) ... incarnation of Phyogla Namgyal 

Chokyi Gyaltsen (C'os-kyi rgyal-mts'an) ... incarnation of Jigmey Drakpa I 

Jigmey Drakpa II (’Jigs-med gags-pa) ... incarnation of Chokyi Gyaltsen 

Jigmey Norbu (’Jigs-med nor-bu) ... incarnation of Jigmey Drakpa II 

Jigmey Chogyal (’Jigs-med c'os-rgyal) ... incarnation of Jigmey Norbu 

Jigmey Dorje (’Jigs-med rdo-rje) ... incarnation of Jigmey Chogyal; deposed, died 1931 

Kings (druk gy alp o) of Bhutan 

Ugyen Wangchuk (’O-rgyan dban-phyug) ... son of Jigmey Namgyal (’Jigs-med mam-rgyal) 
Jigmey Wangchuk (’Jigs-med dban-phyg) ... son of Ugyen Wangchuk 
Jigmey Dorji Wangchuk (’Jigs-med rdo-rje dban-phyug) ... son of Jigmey Wangchuk 
Jigmey Sengye Wangchuk (’Jigs-med seh-ge dban-phyug) ... son of Jigmey Dorji Wangchuk; 
abdicated 

Jigmey Khesar Namgyal Wangchuk (’Jigs-medge-sar mam-rgyal dban-phyug) ... son of 
Jigmey Sengye Wangchuk 


1 The death of Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal remained concealed until 1705; during this period authority was 
exercised by the desis Tenzin Drugye ( bsTan-’dzin 'brug-rgyas, 1651—1656), Tenzin Drudrak ( bsTan-’dzin ’brug- 
grags, 1656—1667), Migyur Tenpa ( Mi-’gyur-brtan-pa, 1667—1680), Tenzin Rabgye ( bsTan-’dzin rab-rgyas, 
1680—1695), Gedun Chosphel ( dGe-’dun c'os-’phel, 1695—1701), NgawangTsering ( Nag-dban ts'e-rih, 1701 — 
1704), Paljor ( dPal-’byor, 1704—1707), and Dru Rabgye {’Brugrab-rgyas, 1707—1719). 

2 After being long imprisoned by a rival faction, Shacha Tenzin was recognized as a speech incarnation (as 
opposed to mind incarnation), and was followed as such by Yeshe Gyaltsen {Ye-ses rgyal-btsan, 1781 — 1830), 
Jigme Dorje {’Jigs-med rdo-rje, 1831 — 1850), and Yeshe Ngodrup {Ye-ses dhos-gnb, 1851—1917). 



